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reasons which led to the establishment of mints in Australia, therefore, do not hold good in India. ... It appears to me that the early establishment of a mint in India to coin sovereigns is not necessary."
This entirely gratuitous expression of opinion was ignored by the Treasury, the India Office, and the Government of India, and preparations for the opening of a gold mint in Bombay proceeded rapidly. By the 22nd Februry, 1900, the draft proclamation by the Queen had been prepared and pronounced correct by all the officials concerned; and only the merest details of the exact location of the new bricks and mortar in the compound of the Bombay Mint remained to be settled. Unfortunately a difference of opinion arose between the Bombay experts and Mr. Seymour's department regarding the size and position in the compound of the new mint building. The correspondence went backwards and forwards for over a year. Then suddenly, in May 1901, Mr. Seymour " felt it his duty even at that late stage" to raise again the question as to whether a branch mint for the coinage of sovereigns in India was really needed. The India Office immediately replied (18th June) that the establishment of a mint for the coinage of gold in India . . . " is the clearest outward sign that can be given of the consummation of the new currency system . . ,